
Background
On September 8th, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) 
reissued a modified Geographic Targeting Order (GTO) to combat illicit cartel and other criminal activity, 
including money laundering, along the southwest border of the United States. 

Who is Impacted: For purposes of this Order, the “Covered Business” refers to money services businesses 
(MSBs), as defined in 31 CFR 1010.100(ff), located in the Covered Geographic Area. This excludes, the period 
during which an applicable injunction remains in force, any MSB to which the government is enjoined by court 
order from being subject to the GTO published by FinCEN on March 14, 2025 (90 FR 12106).

Covered Transactions: A deposit, withdrawal, exchange of currency or other payment or transfer, by, through 
or to the Covered Business which involves a transaction in currency, of $1,000 or more, but not exceeding 
$10,000.

Updated Requirement 
The updated GTO requires MSBs to file Currency Transaction Reports with FinCEN for cash transactions 
between $1,000 and $10,000 occurring in specific counties and ZIP codes. Part IV of the Currency Transaction 
Report shall contain the following information in Field 45: “MSB0925GTO”.
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Regulatory Update

New Counties Added: 

Existing Counties: 

Imperial County 
California

Santa Cruz County
Arizona

Yuma County
Arizona

Hidalgo County 
Texas

San Diego County 
California

Maverick County 
Texas

Cameron County 
Texas

Webb County 
Texas

El Paso County 
Texas

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-31/section-1010.100#p-1010.100(ff)
https://www.federalregister.gov/citation/90-FR-12106
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Order Effective: September 10, 2025, through March 6, 2026. 

Note: The GTO provides a 30-day compliance period for MSBs that were not required to report under the 
March GTO, which will not need to begin filing reports until October 10, 2025. 

CTR Reporting Requirement Update: For all MSBs required to report under the GTO, the filing deadline is 
extended from the standard 15 days for Currency Transaction Reports to 30 days, for the entire period of the 
GTO.

Retention Period: All records must be retained for five years from the last effective day of this Order and 
stored in a manner that ensures accessibility within a reasonable period of time.

Further Information or Questions: 

Any questions about the southwest border GTO should be directed to www.fincen.gov/contact.

A copy of the GTO is available here, and frequently asked questions regarding the GTO are available here.

NICE Actimize’s CTR solution provides full coverage for all FinCEN CTR requirements, 
providing fully automated filing to enhance report quality and timeliness. 

Contact us

https://www.fincen.gov/contact
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/09/10/2025-17371/geographic-targeting-order-imposing-recordkeeping-and-reporting-requirements-on-certain-money
https://www.fincen.gov/system/files/2025-09/FAQs-FINAL-508C.pdf
https://www.niceactimize.com/get-in-touch/?interest=fight-financial-crime

